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County Councillor Report for Parish Council meetings in April 2021 - Cllr Anna 
Bradnam 

 

Shire Hall sold 
Following a decision in 2017, the seat of Cambridgeshire County Council since 1933, Shire Hall, has 
been leased to a developer for 40 years and will be handed over in April but the new Civic Hub at 
Alconbury will not be ready to use until September at the earliest. Meanwhile the Ministry for 
Housing Communities and Local Government letter (attached) requires local government to return 
to in-person meetings after 7 May 2021, when the “Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) 

Regulations 2020” cease to apply. This means the Council will have to find alternative (large) venues in 
which to hold Council and Committee meetings, which will be both difficult and costly. 
 
Local Authority Remote Meetings – call for evidence - published 25 March 2021 
In that letter the Minister announced the launch of a consultation with all levels of local 
government regarding remote meetings (attached). This includes parish councils. 
Local authority remote meetings: call for evidence - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
Topic of this consultation: This call for evidence seeks views on the use of the current 
arrangements which have provided express provision for local authorities to hold meetings 
remotely or in a hybrid format during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Scope of this consultation: This call for evidence seeks to understand the experience of local 
authorities in the whole of the UK regarding remote meetings.  
Duration: 12 weeks from 25 March 2021 to 11:45 on Thursday 17 June 2021. 
Enquiries: For any enquiries about this call for evidence please 
contact: Megan.McKibbin@communities.gov.uk. 
How to respond: You can only respond to this call for evidence through our online consultation 
platform, Citizen Space. 
 
As a heads-up I have copied the questions here. Parish Councils may wish to add to their agendas 
and respond in due course. 
 
Questions 
The government would like to gather evidence about the use of the arrangements that make 
express provision for local authorities to meet remotely or in hybrid format during the coronavirus 
pandemic, including the arrangements that existed for Scottish Authorities prior to the pandemic. 
Q1. Generally speaking, how well do you feel the current remote meetings arrangements work? 

• Very Well 

• Well 

• Neither well nor poorly 

• Poorly 

• Very Poorly 

• Unsure 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local-authority-remote-meetings-call-for-evidence/local-authority-remote-meetings-call-for-evidence
mailto:Megan.McKibbin@communities.gov.uk
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-stewardship/local-authority-remote-meetings-call-for-evidence
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While the powers in section 78 of the Coronavirus Act were brought in specifically to help local 
authorities in England, Wales and Northern Ireland deal with the challenges of holding meetings 
during the coronavirus pandemic, the government would also like to hear from interested parties 
about the pros and cons of making permanent express provision, in whole or in part, for local 
authorities in England. 

Q2. Generally speaking, do you think local authorities in England should have the express ability to 
hold at least some meetings remotely on a permanent basis? 

• Yes 

• No 

• Unsure 

Beyond having express provision to avoid face-to-face meetings during the coronavirus pandemic, 
we are aware of feedback from local authorities about additional benefits of being able to hold 
remote meetings including, but not limited to, the environmental and cost benefits of reduced 
travel, increased participation from local residents, and the potential to attract more diverse local 
authority members. We are keen to obtain representative views on the benefits of remote 
meetings and would particularly welcome any quantitative evidence to support these views. 

Q3. What do you think are some of the benefits of the remote meetings arrangements? Please 
select all that apply. 

• More accessible for local authority members 

• Reduction in travel time for councillors 

• Meetings more easily accessed by local residents 

• Greater transparency for local authority meetings 

• Documents (e.g. minutes, agendas, supporting papers) are more accessible to local residents 
and others online 

• Easier to chair meetings in an orderly fashion 

• A virtual format promotes greater equality in speaking time during meetings 

• I do not think there are any benefits to remote meetings 

• Other (please specify) 

In their representations to us, many local authorities have referenced the cost savings they have 
achieved through implementing remote meetings, particularly regarding a reduction in travel 
expenses and accommodation costs. 

For example, one upper tier authority has reported that running meetings remotely has enabled 
them to save in the order of £6,000 per month through reduced travel expenses. We would be 
interested to receive more quantitative data about the cost savings that have been achieved, 
including any estimates of the comparative cost of running a remote meeting versus a face-to-face 
meeting. 
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Q4. (For local authorities only) Have you seen a reduction in costs since implementing remote 
meetings in your authority? 

• Yes 

• No 

• Unsure 

Some local authorities have also made reference to the difficulty that some members have had 
with the remote meeting format, particularly in relation to the difficulties in managing misconduct, 
the challenges of working with unfamiliar software, and technological issues caused by a poor 
internet connection. We are keen to obtain representative views on the disadvantages of remote 
meetings and would particularly welcome any quantitative evidence to support these views. 

Q5. What do you think are some of the disadvantages of the remote meetings arrangements, and 
do you have any suggestions for how they could be mitigated/overcome? Please select all that 
apply. 

• It is harder for members to talk to one another informally 

• Meetings are less accessible for local authority members or local residents who have a poor-
quality internet connection 

• Meetings are less accessible for local authority members or local residents who are unfamiliar 
with video conferencing/technology 

• There is less opportunity for local residents to speak or ask questions 

• Some find it more difficult to read documents online than in a physical format 

• Debate is restricted by the remote format 

• It is more difficult to provide effective opposition or scrutiny in a remote format 

• It is more difficult to chair meetings in an orderly fashion 

• Virtual meetings can be more easily dominated by individual speakers 

• It might enable democratically elected members to live and perform their duties outside their 
local area on a permanent basis, therefore detaching them from the communities they serve 

• It may create too substantial a division between the way national democracy (e.g. in the House 
of Commons) and local democracy is conducted 

• I do not think there are any disadvantages to remote meetings 

• Other (please specify) 

The government considers that there are also many advantages of holding meetings face-to-face. 
For example, physical meetings provide numerous opportunities for local authority members to 
speak with one another informally and build alliances, as well as to encounter local residents in the 
flesh and listen to their concerns in person. 

Additionally, some members have referenced the vast improvement in the quality of debate when 
there is a lively atmosphere and they are able to make full use of their oratory skills to persuade 
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and influence others. Some may consider remote meetings stifling and that physical meetings are 
essential to effective democracy and scrutiny. 

Q6. What do you think are some of the main advantages of holding face-to-face meetings, as 
opposed to remote meetings? 

If express provision for remote meetings were made permanent, it might be preferable for the 
government to constrain the meetings or circumstances in which remote meetings can be held to 
ensure that effective democracy and scrutiny can still take place. 

There are some occasions, for example, where a remote meeting format may be seen as more 
appropriate, such as for smaller sub-committees, meetings convened at short notice, or for 
meetings where attendees are drawn from a large geographical area i.e. for some joint committees, 
combined authorities and large rural authorities. On the other hand, there are occasions where a 
remote meeting format may be viewed as less appropriate, for example larger meetings involving 
Full Council or an authority’s Annual Meeting. 

Q7. If permanent arrangements were to be made for local authorities in England, for which 
meetings do you think they should have the option to hold remote meetings? 

• For all meetings 

• For most meetings with a few exceptions (please specify) 

• Only for some meetings (please specify) 

• I think local should be able to decide for themselves which meetings they should have the option 
to meet remotely 

• I do not think local authorities should have the option to hold remote meetings for any meetings 

• Unsure 

Q8. If permanent arrangements were to be made for local authorities in England, in which 
circumstances do you think local authorities should have the option to hold remote meetings? 

• In any circumstances 

• Only in extenuating circumstances where a meeting cannot be held face-to-face or some 
members would be unable to attend (e.g. severe weather events, coronavirus restrictions) 

• I think local authorities should be able to decide for themselves which circumstances they 
should have the option to meet remotely 

• I do not think local authorities should have the option to hold remote meetings under any 
circumstances 

• Other (please specify) 

• Unsure 

While local authorities have risen magnificently to the challenge of ensuring vital council business 
continues by conducting meetings remotely during these unprecedented times, there may be 
concerns that, if the arrangements were to made permanent, a situation could arise where remote 
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meetings arrangements were used by a ruling party to avoid effective scrutiny or abuse the power 
in some other way. 

Q9. Would you have any concerns if local authorities in England were given the power to decide for 
themselves which meetings, and in what circumstances, they have the option to hold remote 
meetings? 

• Yes 

• No 

• Unsure 

Q10. If yes, do you have any suggestions for how your concerns could be mitigated/overcome? 

In deciding whether and how remote meetings arrangements may be made permanent for local 
authorities in England, the government needs to ensure that it has due regard to the Public Sector 
Equality Duty. In particular, the government would need to avoid unlawfully discriminating (either 
directly or indirectly) against individuals with a protected characteristic, and also consider whether 
the arrangements advance equality of opportunity or help to foster good relations between those 
who share a protected characteristic and those who do not. 

Many local authorities have spoken of the potential benefits that remote meetings could have for 
members or potential members with disabilities or young families. However, there are also those 
for whom remote meetings could pose additional difficulties, for example those with hearing or 
visual impairments or those more likely to struggle with the technology. 

We are keen to consider views on these aspects of remote meetings and would particularly 
welcome any quantitative evidence to support views provided. 

Q11. In your view, would making express provision for English local authorities to meet remotely 
particularly benefit or disadvantage any individuals with protected characteristics e.g. those with 
disabilities or caring responsibilities? 

• Yes 

• No 

• Unsure 

-0- 
 
Audit report completed on the tenancy of Manor Farm Girton  
On 23 February Cllr Hickford, the Deputy Leader of the Council resigned and moved out of the 
County. 
An all-day meeting of Cambridgeshire County’s Audit and Accounts Committee on 5 March 
considered the outcome of a 400+ page audit report into the process leading up to the award of the 
tenancy of Manor Farm, Girton, the subsequent decisions made regarding the tenancy and the 
processes and practices of the County’s Farms Estate 
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The audit concluded correct procedures were followed in relation to the tenancy award process 
and the approval of the additional extension works for the Manor Farm dwelling. However other 
serious concerns were raised as a result of the wide ranging audit investigation. 
This resulted in eleven separate recommendations for further action in relation to financial, 
transparency and conduct issues which the committee agreed should be referred on for further 
consideration under processes including the Members Code of Conduct and officer disciplinary 
procedures. Another thirty one further recommendations made to strengthen policies and 
procedures of the county farms estate itself, were also discussed and the management action 
relating to each considered.  
 
Highways and Transport 
Waterbeach 
Following the tragic accident at the Car Dyke Road junction on the A10, I submitted a written 
question, compied in conjunction with the Thorold family, at County Council on 16 March. Amongst 
other things we asked for a meeting with officers, early action to address the safety issues at the 
junction, speed cameras, a reduction in the speed limit, recognition of the danger of the junction 
and consideration of a signalised crossing over the A10. At a meeting a few days later with Lucy 
Frazer MP, Mayor Palmer, the Chief Executive of the County Council and Senior Officers we were 
relieved that the Council agreed to  
- complete the A10 Route Safety Study from A14 to Denny End Road by the end of March  
- install speed monitoring equipment to gather evidence to support a reduction in the speed limit, 
which through the Traffic Regulation Order process would be completed by June 2021  
- bring forward works agreed through the U&C phase one application to provide a segregated cycle 
and footpath from Milton to Waterbeach 
 
Milton - Voi eScooters  
I spoke to a resident recently who finds the two Voi eScooters often parked on the southern corner 
of The Rowans/Cambridge Road junction something of an obstruction for those using a wheelchair; 
on one occasion one of the eScooters had rolled into the road. An operative was seen fishing one 
out of a ditch recently. 
Having said that I also had an email from a resident whose children had spent an evening exploring 
Milton by Voi eScooters and felt they were a good idea, easy to use - and they would use them if 
they couldn't use their bikes for any reason. 
So I think some people are finding them useful. Whilst occasionally straying across pavements it 
seems to me they are mostly parked sensibly and out of the way. One resident complained that 
they should not be parked on the verge but the ones I've seen have mainly been on the pavement, 
where it is wide enough to pass them. 
I have not received a map of the proscribed parking places that I requested. 
A14 / A10 – I await an explanation for the continued presence of traffic cones. There are concerns 
about the safety of traffic merging so close to the beginning of the A10.   
 
Landbeach – road maintenance and flooding  
The new Local Highway Officer has responded to my queries: 
1) Flooding off the road into residential gardens along Waterbeach Road, Landbeach, I understand 
the LHO arranged for the gulleys to be cleaned. Please can you advise me when this is likely to be 
done? 
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“In regards to flooding on Waterbeach Road, there are works already scheduled and it includes all 
the gullies, laterals cleansed and jetted (between A10 and High Street Junction) additionally to have 
the system traced to the outfall and a report sent back to the LHO with their findings. This should 
be done no later than 16/04/2021.” 
2) There is a faulty (low) kerbstone outside 119 Waterbeach Road which allows water to flood off 
the road and down into the driveway of 119. 
“In regards to the flooding issue at Waterbeach Road 119. I will visit the location on my next site 
visit day and assess it.” 
3) I explained the blocking under the crossroad which we observed despite all the clearing that has 
been done locally by residents and asked for the Landbeach crossroads to be moled. 
I explained the route taken by water overflowing from the ditches in Cockfen Lane, the flooding by 
the bus stop, the inundation of the sewage pumping station and the risk of aquaplaning at the 
crossroads. 
“In terms of the ditches on Cockfen Lane. Once the works on Waterbeach Rd have been completed 
and water has drained out of the ditch. We will have to assess the extent of the work that need to 
be carried out, to prevent the issue reoccurring. I will keep you updated on this.” 
 
Landbeach Flooding  
Following my lengthy explanation of flooding issues last month I continue to pursue this matter 
with the local authorities. 
  
Horningsea 
Following our site visit with the Highway Engineer in August 2020, the parish council has conducted 
a public consultation about suitable locations for further speed control measures, a passing place, 
some parking restrictions and a build-out to protect cars so they could feel safer parking fully on the 
road. Decisions on these options will be considered again in time to submit a bid when the Local 
Highway Improvement Fund is open again. Bids for funding in 2021/22 closed on 20 September 
2020. I believe funding may open again, with the new budget in May 2021   
Footpath signs – with a slightly quicker turnaround I was able to arrange for some waymarker disks 
and ‘Please keep your dog on a lead’ signs to be delivered to Gayton Farm at the end of March, to 
help keep the many walkers on the marked footpaths and away from stock. 
 
Fen Ditton 
I have contacted Anglian Water and County Highways supporting the residents’ request for a 
dedicated entrance/ exit directly off the A14 for the proposed Wastewater Treatment Plant. This 
would avoid heavy lorries using either Horningsea Road or the ancient route of the Fleam Dyke 
along High Ditch Road. Since the road is so narrow and unlikely to stand up to the weight of heavy 
lorries, it would be preferable to get a dedicated access for construction and also for subsequent 
tanker journeys to and from the site. 
 
Health 
It is a year since the first national Covid-19 lockdown on 23 March 2020. Dr Liz Robin, Director of 
Public Health at Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, who leaves us soon, said:  
"Our work with communities in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough has been integral to our fight 
against Covid-19 throughout the pandemic. We were among the first local authorities to produce 
vlogs in multiple languages for all residents and our community and faith leaders have been 
invaluable in helping us to promote vital safety messages. 
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"The pandemic has been hugely difficult for everyone. There's been so many personal tragedies and 
effects on our residents, both from the virus and its impacts on mental health. 
"A year ago, I never would have predicted that we would so quickly have developed not one, but 
multiple vaccines and already be well on the way to distributing them to everyone. The vaccine is a 
real milestone, but it's important for us to remember it takes time to have its effect. Up to three 
weeks after the first dose, and for maximum protection it is essential to have the second dose too. 
"Because of this, and the fact that many working age and young adults have not yet been 
vaccinated, it’s so important that we continue to follow social distancing guidance and the changes 
in the lockdown rules closely, as well as getting tested when necessary. We are at a transition point. 
It will get better, but it will take time.  
“However, I have great faith in our residents and communities who have gone and above and 
beyond this last year to keep each other safe. Communities working together have real power in 
helping the residents that live in them live long and healthier lives." 
 
The County Council with the District Councils launched a countywide contact tracing service 
working with the NHS to contact people who had tested positive for Covid-19, to remind them to 
isolate and to offer advice and support. A total of £1.134 million has been handed out to people 
who needed to self-isolate. 
Since rapid testing began at the start of February 2021, more than 29,000 tests have been carried 
out. These were for people with no symptoms who are working volunteering or training, to identify 
any with Covid. To book a test, people need to visit Cambridgeshire  
Since launch in March 2020 the coordination hub, staffed by 449 redeployed council staff has 
helped 4,877 people in clinically extremely vulnerable groups listed by the Government who were 
advised to self-isolate and those who needed support. .” 
If you, or someone you know is vulnerable and does not have support of friends, family or 
neighbours, then don’t hesitate to get in touch with your local support hub. Contact details are as 
follows: South Cambridgeshire Hub – visit the website or call 03450 450 063. Community, faith and 
volunteer groups have gone above and beyond the call of duty to keep residents safe. Our care 
homes and domiciliary care providers have done an amazing job looking after our most vulnerable 
residents.  
 
Free school meals - Over 16,877 free school meal vouchers have been distributed to families since 
the start of the pandemic. They’ve gone to families of 2- to 16-year-olds through local schools, 
voluntary and community organisations, and childcare providers as part of the Holiday Activities 
and Food Programme. £30 vouchers for each child eligible, to cover the cost of a meal each school 
day for both weeks of the forthcoming Easter Holidays, will be going out shortly.  
 
Vaccinations – early 350,000 residents across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough have now received 
their first Covid-19 vaccination through our network of 36 vaccination sites.  
Fostering - Lockdown has been a challenging but rewarding time for foster carers. To find out more 
about fostering in Cambridgeshire call 0800 052 0078, email fostering@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
Education - Headteachers, staff, governors and education officers have done an extraordinary job in 
keeping our children educated in what has been an intensely challenging time. Children have 
suffered a lot less because of the care, commitment and support of all our staff. 
Find out more about the roadmap out of lockdown. Keep on washing hands, covering face and 
making space. If you have symptoms get a test and stay at home 
 



9 
 

 
 

 


